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I  did  not  realize  that  the  old  grave 
that  stood  among  the  brambles 
at  the  foot  of  our  farm  was  history. 

—  Stephen  Leacock 


All  too  many  of  us,  as  Stephen  Leacock  has  so  well 
expressed  it,  are  unaware  of  the  great  wealth  of 
history  that  lies  in  the  records  of  our  past.  As  one 
decade  and  generation  succeeds  another,  the  gap 
between  us  and  our  forebears  widens  and  the 
opportunity  for  collecting  and  preserving  these 
records  greatly  diminishes. 

—  Premier  Leslie  Frost, 
in  his  introduction  to 
E.C.  Guillet.  The  Valley  of  the  Trent. 
(The  Champlain  Society,  1957) 


The  Champlain  Society 
P.O.  Box  60 
260  Adelaide  St.  East 
Toronto,  Ontario 
Canada 
M5A  INI 

Tel:  (416)  482-9635 
Fax:  (416)  482-9341 


Report  of 

The  1998  Annual  Meeting 
THE  CHAMPLAIN  SOCIETY 

at 

Toronto,  Ontario 


There  were  present: 

Officers 

President  Ian  E.  Wilson;  Vice-President  Conrad  Heidenreich; 

Honorary  Vice-President  John  War  kentin;  Secretary  Jeanne  R.  Beck; 
Treasurer  Kenneth  W.  Crooke 

Members  of  Council 

Allan  Hoyle,  Sylvia  M.  Van  Kirk,  Alastair  Gillespie, 

William  B.  Hamilton,  David  McNab,  Fred  H.  Armstrong, 

Douglas  Leighton,  Olive  Dickason. 

Members 

Nineteen  further  members  of  the  Society  attended. 

Report  of  the  President 

President  Ian  E.  Wilson  welcomed  the  members  to  the  1998  Annual 
Meeting  and  presented  his  report. 

Good  afternoon  and  welcome.  I  am  delighted  to  see  so  many  members 
out  on  a  Saturday  afternoon. 

I  begin  with  the  sad  duty  of  reporting  the  recent  death  of  one  who 
made  a  significant  contribution  to  the  work  and  leadership  of  the 
Champlain  Society  over  many  decades:  Mr.  Murray  Bell,  QC.  Mr.  Bell, 
for  many  years  vice-president,  general  counsel  and  secretary  of 
Confederation  Life,  served  as  president  of  the  Society  from  1979  to  1984 
and  continued  on  the  Council  as  an  Honorary  Vice-President  though 
until  his  death  this  summer.  His  considered  advice  and  calm  approach 
to  problems  helped  me  and  my  immediate  predecessors  on  the  Council. 
He  will  be  missed. 

This  past  year  has  again  been  marked  by  success  and  by  taking  steps  in 
developing  new  initiatives  for  the  Champlain  Society.  As  we  approach 
our  centennial  in  the  year  2005, 1  am  heartened  by  the  vigour  and 
commitment  evident  around  the  table  at  each  of  our  council  meetings. 
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Our  committee  chairpersons  will  be  reporting  in  detail  on  specific 
accomplishments.  But  the  launch  of  our  volume  for  1997,  The 
Reminiscences  ofJ.P.  Howley,  the  well  attended  Symposium  entitled 
"Aboriginal  And  Non- Aboriginal  Histories:  Parallel  Paths  and 
Convergences",  here  in  Alumni  Hall  on  the  Victoria  Day  long  weekend 
in  May,  several  newsletters,  the  development  of  the  Society's  web  site 
combine  to  provide  eloquent  testimony  of  a  Society  that  is  active,  alert 
and  seeking  new  challenges.  The  Society's  traditional  focus,  that  of 
publishing  original  documentary  material  important  to  Canadian 
history  in  volumes  known  for  both  the  scholarship  and  physical 
appearance  remains  at  the  centre,  but  the  expertise  and  dedication  we 
have  can  be  used  to  help  advance  public  knowledge  and  appreciation  of 
our  past.  Your  Council  is,  accordingly  actively  pursuing  two  possible 
projects. 

1)  Millennium  Project:  The  Champlain  Society  Online 

The  main  asset  of  the  Society  lies,  of  course,  in  the  rights  we  hold  to  the 
nearly  100  volumes  we  have  published  since  1905.  Collectively  these 
volumes  constitute  an  extraordinary  resource,  the  most  extensive  body 
of  edited,  annotated  original  archival  records  of  Canada  available,  and  a 
basic  reference  work  for  Canadian  students  wherever  they  may  be. 
Increasingly  though,  we  find  that  students  have  very  limited  access  to 
our  volumes,  even  in  the  universities.  Their  value,  while  welcome  to 
our  members,  has  meant  that  our  volumes  are  locked  and  protected  in 
rare  book  rooms  and  can  seldom  be  found  in  general  circulation.  One  of 
our  key  objectives  in  editing  and  publishing  has  always  been  to  make 
this  authoritative  material  we  enjoy  reading  available  for  research  and 
study  as  broadly  as  possible.  For  this  reason,  in  the  original  circular  to 
solicit  memberships  in  1905,  a  portion  of  the  membership  was  reserved 
for  libraries;  public  and  university. 

To  make  our  volumes  more  widely  available,  the  Council  has 
developed  a  proposal  to  the  federal  Millennium  fund  to  cover  the  costs 
of  taking  about  20  of  our  most  important  volumes,  scanning  their  full 
contents  and  the  indexes  and  placing  these  on  our  web  site  for  research 
and  educational  use.  This  will  make  our  material  far  more  accessible 
across  Canada  and  around  the  world  than  any  of  us  could  have 
imagined  just  a  few  years  ago.  We  recognize  that  in  doing  this,  we  will 
not  be  able  to  enforce  copyright  other  than  requesting  that  any  use  of 
the  material  on  our  site  be  properly  footnoted  to  the  relevant  volume 
published  by  the  Society.  The  availability  of  an  electronic  version  will  in 
no  way  affect  the  monetary  value  of  the  volumes  in  members' 


2 


collections  as  the  use  of  the  web  site  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  fine  book 
are  quite  different.  The  specific  volumes  to  be  made  available 
electronically  have  not  as  yet  been  decided  and  suggestions  are 
welcomed.  We  are  discussing  our  proposal  with  the  federal  Millennium 
office  and  should  hear  later  this  fall  or  winter  whether  they  will  support 
us  in  this  effort  to  place  substantive  Canadian  material  on  the  Internet. 

2)  David  Thompson  Project 

Our  second  project  is  also  very  tentative  at  this  stage  but  with  caution, 
let  me  outline  the  idea.  It  concerns  David  Thompson,  the  extraordinary 
explorer,  fur  trader  and  cartographer.  The  idea  for  this  project 
originated  with  McGill-Queen's  Press  and  the  University  of  Washington 
Press.  They  approached  the  Society  seeking  permission  to  reprint  either 
the  Tyrrell  or  the  Glover  edition  of  Thompson's  Narrative  and  asking  our 
advice  regarding  a  suitable  scholar  to  prepare  a  new  introduction  to  the 
volume.  They  believe  there  is  a  popular  market  for  such  a  volume  in 
Canada  and  the  USA. 

We  responded  to  the  editor  of  McGill-Queen's  Press  indicating  that  we 
would  be  prepared  to  authorize  a  reprint  of  either  of  our  two  editions  of 
the  Thompson  narrative,  but  recent  research  suggests  there  are 
difficulties  with  both  editions.  To  make  a  significant  contribution  to 
public  knowledge  and  to  scholarship,  we  should  better  consider  how 
best  to  bring  out  a  new,  more  definitive  edition  of  the  Travels  together 
with  other  original  material  relating  to  Thompson's  long  and  important 
career. 

The  project  if  it  should  proceed,  would  envision  the  publication  of 
about  three  volumes  containing  a  new  edition  of  Thompson's  Travels, 
other  manuscripts  Thompson  evidently  intended  to  be  included  in  or 
with  the  Travels,  Thompson's  letters,  newspaper  articles  and  essays,  and 
a  few  selections  from  his  extensive  notebooks  (39  vols.)  We  would 
expect  editorial  control  to  rest  with  the  Society  while  the  presses  would 
publish  the  volumes  and  market  a  trade  edition  in  Canada  and  the 
USA.  These  volumes  would  likely  be  in  addition  to  our  regular  annual 
volume  and  members  would  be  able  to  advance  order  copies  bound  in 
our  usual  red  and  gold  as  they  appear.  The  Society  would  purchase  just 
enough  copies  in  our  special  binding  to  respond  to  members'  orders, 
limiting  the  Society's  financial  commitment. 

The  Publications  Committee  and  the  Council  are  continuing  discussions 
with  the  presses  and  the  possible  editor.  If  these  negotiations  have 
positive  results,  members  will  be  advised  in  the  Newsletter  and  at  the 
next  annual  meeting. 


3 


Finances 

On  more  mundane  matters,  as  the  Council  of  the  Society  had  foreseen 
and  planned  for  in  the  past  few  years,  the  Ontario  Ministry  of 
Citizenship,  Culture  and  Recreation  decided  not  to  renew  our  grant  for 
this  past  year.  Our  relationship  with  the  government  goes  back  to  1957. 
At  that  time.  Premier  Leslie  Frost,  who  was  also  a  member  of  our 
Council,  invited  the  Society  to  undertake  the  preparation  and 
publication  of  a  series  of  volumes  dealing  with  aspects  of  the  history  of 
Ontario.  The  Ontario  Series  of  the  Society  received  financial  assistance 
from  the  province  with  the  funds  provided  being  sufficient  to  publish 
one  volume  in  the  series  every  second  year.  The  series  now  totals  17 
volumes.  You  will  recall  that  at  the  last  annual  meeting  we  decided  to 
combine  the  Ontario  and  the  General  Series  into  one  series,  with  a 
common  format,  recognizing  that  in  our  regular  annual  publication 
program  Ontario  related  volumes  will  continue  to  appear  as 
appropriate.  We  also  took  steps,  by  changing  our  standard  format 
somewhat  to  reduce  printing  costs  and  by  reducing  our  administrative 
costs  to  ensure  that  even  without  this  grant,  we  could  continue  to 
publish  an  annual  volume  for  the  foreseeable  future.  Our  Treasurer  will 
be  reporting  shortly  on  the  success  of  these  efforts.  Our  volume  for 
1998,  the  second  edited  by  Dr.  Richard  Davis  on  Sir  John  Franklin,  will 
look  very  much  like  the  first  Franklin  volume,  in  1995: — just  one  eighth 
of  an  inch  shorter. 

I  will  leave  other  matters  to  the  chairpersons  of  the  committees.  Permit 
me  to  conclude  by  expressing  my  personal  thanks  to  our  editors  and  to 
all  the  members  of  our  Council:  whenever  I  called  on  them  for  advice  or 
help,  they  were  there.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  work  with  such  a  group.  Most 
especially  I  want  to  pay  tribute  to  our  treasurer  and  enthusiastic, 
volunteer  administrator,  Ken  Crooke.  If  his  report  as  Treasurer  looks 
more  optimistic  than  any  we  have  seen  in  some  years,  it  is  due  in  no 
small  measure  to  his  efforts.  We  all  owe  him  a  great  vote  of  thanks. 

Report  of  the  General  Editor 

1.  Dr.  R.  Craig  Brown  announced  that  the  volume  on  Sir  John 
Franklin's  second  expedition,  1825-1827,  edited  by  Professor 
Richard  Davis,  Department  of  English,  University  of  Calgary,  is  in 
the  final  stages  of  printing  and  binding  by  the  University  of  Toronto 
Press.  It  will  be  circulated  to  members  of  the  Society  in  the  near 
future.  Members  will  be  interested  to  know  that  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Honorary  Treasurer  and  the  president,  the 
fold  at  the  top  of  the  pages  and  the  cloth  used  for  Champlain 
Society  volumes  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  "New  Series"  have 
been  restored  for  use  and  in  subsequent  volumes  of  the  "New 
Series". 
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2.  Mr.  Ian  Jackson  continues  the  process  of  selection  of  textural 
materials  for  his  volume  on  the  delimitation  of  the  Canada-United 
States  boundary  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Pacific 
Coast.  Documents  are  being  selected  from  original  manuscript 
sources  for  both  the  British  and  United  States  sides  of  the 
Commission  using  archival  materials  in  Canada,  the  United  States 
and  the  United  Kingdom.  At  the  present  time  it  is  anticipated  that 
Mr.  Jackson's  volume  will  be  ready  for  publication  in  the  year  2000. 

3.  Professor  Norman  Hillmer,  Department  of  History,  Carleton 
University,  reports  good  progress  on  the  editing  of  his  volume  of 
the  writings  of  O.D.  Skelton,  long-time  Deputy  Minister  of  External 
Affairs,  on  the  issues  of  peace  and  war  from  1923  to  1941.  It  is 
anticipated  that  Professor  Hillmer's  manuscript  will  be  completed 
and  ready  for  reading  by  the  editors  in  the  latter  half  of  1999. 

4.  At  the  meeting  of  Council  on  21  March,  1998,  Council  accepted  a 
recommendation  from  the  Publications  Committee  that  the  Society 
publish  a  critical  edition  of  the  six  Voyages  of  Pierre-Esprit 
Radisson,  edited  by  Professor  Germaine  Warkentin,  Department 
of  English,  University  of  Toronto.  Professor  Warkentin  is  now 
completing  other  publication  projects  and  will  soon  begin  work 
on  this  volume.  The  date  of  publication  will  be  some  time  shortly 
after  2000. 

5.  Three  other  volumes  remain  outstanding  from  the  old  General 
Series  list  approved  by  Council.  They  are  a  volume  on  the 
Hale /Amherst  Correspondence,  edited  by  Professor  Roger  Hall, 
University  of  Western  Ontario;  a  volume  on  William  Duncan's 
career  in  British  Columbia,  edited  by  Professor  Morris  Zaslow, 
University  of  Western  Ontario;  and  a  volume  on  the  letters  of 
Gilbert  Malcolm  Sproat,  edited  by  Professor  Robin  Fisher, 
University  of  Northern  British  Columbia,  and  Mr.  Brad  Lochner.  All 
of  these  volumes  were  approved  by  the  Council  of  the  Society  and 
contracts  were  issued  during  or  before  the  year  1986.  The  Council 
has  advised  the  Editors  to  update  or  clear  these  files. 

6.  Dr.  Linda  Sabathy-Judd  ,  University  of  Western  Ontario,  has 
completed  the  manuscript  on  her  study  of  Moravian  Settlements  in 
Ontario.  It  will  be  published  as  the  Society's  volume  for  1999  and 
will  be  titled  Moravians  in  Upper  Canada:  The  Fairfield  Experience. 
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7.  The  Taylor  and  Styron  study  of  the  Welland  Canal  has  been  in 
process  for  some  time,  and  Dr.  Brian  Osborne,  the  editor,  has 
received  a  draft  manuscript. 

8.  Dr.  James  Reaney,  University  of  Western  Ontario,  has  submitted  a 
900  page  draft  on  the  Donnellys.  To  date  no  contract  has  been 
signed  with  Dr.  Reaney. 

9.  Dr.  David  McNab  and  Professor  .Douglas  Leighton  expect  to 
submit  a  manuscript  on  the  First  Nation  Treaties  in  two  years. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer 

In  presenting  the  financial  report  for  1997  Kenneth  Crooke,  the 
Treasurer,  made  the  following  explanatory  comments: 

On  the  advice  of  the  auditors,  Deloite  &  Touche,  the  Society  ceased 
operation  as  a  non-profit  organization  and  became  solely  a  charitable 
educational  organization.  As  a  result,  the  Society  claimed  and  received 
$9,200  previously  paid  in  G.S.T.  In  the  future,  the  G.S.T.  will  be  claimed 
on  a  regular  basis. 

In  1997,  the  Society  realized  $6,800  from  the  sale  of  books  from  its 
inventory. 

Auditors'  Report 
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Auditors’  Report 


To  the  Members  of 
The  Champlain  Society 


We  have  audited  the  statement  of  financial  position  of  The  Champlain  Society  (the  “Society”)  as  at 
December  31,  1997  and  the  statements  of  operations  and  changes  in  fund  balances  and  of  changes  in 
cash  flows  for  the  year  then  ended.  These  financial  statements  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Society’s 
management.  Our  responsibility  is  to  express  an  opinion  on  these  financial  statements  based  on  our 
audit. 

Except  as  explained  in  the  following  paragraph,  we  conducted  our  audit  in  accordance  with  generally 
accepted  auditing  standards.  Those  standards  require  that  we  plan  and  perform  an  audit  to  obtain 
reasonable  assurance  whether  the  financial  statements  are  free  of  material  misstatement.  An  audit 
includes  examining,  on  a  test  basis,  evidence  supporting  the  amounts  and  disclosures  in  the  financial 
statements.  An  audit  also  includes  assessing  the  accounting  principles  used  and  significant  estimates 
made  by  management,  as  well  as  evaluating  the  overall  financial  statement  presentation. 

In  common  with  many  charitable  organizations,  the  Society  may  derive  revenue  from  the  general 
public  through  donations,  the  completeness  of  which  is  not  susceptible  to  satisfactory  audit 
verification.  Accordingly,  our  verification  of  revenue  from  these  sources  was  limited  to  accounting 
for  the  amounts  recorded  by  the  Society  and  we  were  unable  to  determine  whether  any  adjustments 
might  be  necessary  to  revenue,  excess  of  revenue  over  expenses,  assets  and  fund  balances. 

In  our  opinion,  except  for  the  effect  of  adjustments,  if  any,  which  might  have  been  determined  to  be 
necessary  had  we  been  able  to  satisfy  ourselves  concerning  the  completeness  of  the  revenue  referred  to 
in  the  preceding  paragraph,  these  financial  statements  present  fairly,  in  all  material  respects,  the 
financial  position  of  the  Society  as  at  December  31,  1997  and  the  results  of  its  operations,  fund 
balances  and  changes  in  cash  flows  for  the  year  then  ended  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted 
accounting  principles. 

[}/(*$%  )f 

Chartered  Accountants 


Toronto,  Ontario 
September  30,  1998 


DeloitteTouche 

Tohmatsu 
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THE  CHAMPLAIN  SOCIETY 
Statement  of  Financial  Position 

As  at  December  31,  1997  


1997 

1996 

ASSETS 

CURRENT 

Cash 

$  26,903 

$  8,164 

GST  receivable 

6,280 

4,968 

Prepaid  expenses 

- 

2,351 

33,183 

15,483 

Champlain  Society  volumes 

4,000 

4,000 

$  37,183 

$  19,483 

LIABILITIES  AND  FUND  BALANCES 

CURRENT 

Accounts  payable  and  accrued  liabilities 

$ 

$  153 

- 

153 

FUND  BALANCES 

GENERAL  AND  ONTARIO  SERIES 

37,183 

19,330 

$  37,183 

$  19,483 

APPROVED  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  BOARD 
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THE  CHAMPLAIN  SOCIETY 

Statement  of  Operations  and  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 


Year  ended  December  31,  1997 


1997 

1996 

General 

Series  Fund 

Ontario 

Series  Fund 

Total 

General  and 

Ontario 

Series  Fund 

REVENUES 

Membership  fees  and  donations 

Grants  from  The  Province  of  Ontario 

$  74,491 

$ 

S  74,491 

$  60,939 

48,399 

74,491 

- 

74,491 

109,338 

EXPENSES 

J.P.  Howley  Volume 

29,287 

- 

29,287 

- 

General  and  administrative 

16,227 

- 

16,227 

18,010 

Honoraria 

8,500 

- 

8,500 

6,000 

Volume  16,  Ontario  Series 

- 

- 

- 

33,577 

Walpole  Symposium 

- 

- 

- 

4,091 

GST 

2,624 

- 

2,624 

5,137 

56,638 

- 

56,638 

66,815 

EXCESS  OF  REVENUES  OVER  EXPENSES 

17,853 

- 

17,853 

42,523 

FUND  BALANCES  (DEFICIENCY), 

BEGINNING  OF  YEAR 

34,147 

(14,817) 

19,330 

(23,193) 

FUND  BALANCES  (DEFICIENCY), 

END  OF  YEAR 

$  52,000 

$  (14,817) 

$  37,183 

$  19,330 

Page  2  of  4 


THE  CHAMPLAIN  SOCIETY 
Statement  of  Changes  in  Cash  Flows 


Year  ended  December  31,  1997 


1997 

1996 

NET  INFLOW  (OUTFLOW)  OF  CASH  RELATED 

TO  THE  FOLLOWING  ACTIVITY 

OPERATING 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenses.  General  and  Ontario  Series  Funds 
Changes  in  non-cash  working  capital  balances 

Net  GST  receivable 

Prepaid  expenses 

Accounts  payable  and  accrued  liabilities 

Deferred  grants  from  the  Province  of  Ontario 

$  17,853 

(1,312) 

2,351 

(153) 

$  42,523 

5,118 

(2,351) 

(75,961) 

(38,399) 

INCREASE  (DECREASE)  IN  CASH 

18,739 

(69,070) 

CASH,  BEGINNING  OF  YEAR 

8,164 

77,234 

CASH,  END  OF  YEAR 

$  26,903 

$  8,164 
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THE  CHAMPLAIN  SOCIETY 
Notes  to  Financial  Statements 

Year  ended  December  31,  1997 


1.  NATURE  OF  THE  ORGANIZATION 

The  Champlain  Society  (the  “Society”)  endeavors  to  increase  public  awareness  of,  and  access  to, 
Canada’s  rich  historical  records  by  publishing  books  and  volumes  which  deal  with  subjects  of  a 
historical  significance  to  Canada.  The  Society  was  incorporated  under  the  Ontario  Corporations 
Act  as  a  not-for-profit  organization  and  is  a  registered  Charity  under  the  Income  Tax  Act,  and 
accordingly  is  tax  exempt  provided  the  Society  meets  certain  disbursement  requirements.  As  a 
registered  Charity,  the  Society  is  entitled  to  recover  50%  of  the  GST  paid  on  expenses  incurred. 

2.  SUMMARY  OF  SIGNIFICANT  ACCOUNTING  POLICIES 

(a)  Basis  of  presentation 

These  financial  statements  have  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted 
accounting  principles  and  on  the  basis  that  the  Society  will  be  able  to  continue  discharging  its 
liabilities  and  realizing  its  assets  in  the  normal  course  of  business.  The  Society’s  ability  to  do 
so  is  dependent  upon  receiving  sufficient  annual  membership  fees  to  cover  its  operating 
expenses. 

(b)  Fund  accounting 

The  Society  follows  the  deferral  method  of  fund  accounting,  whereby  restricted  contributions 
for  expenses  of  future  periods  are  deferred  and  recognized  as  revenue  in  the  same  period  as 
the  related  expenses.  There  was  no  such  funding  in  1997. 

Revenues  and  expenses  related  to  publishing  Canadian  historical  books  are  reported  in  the 
General  Series  Fund.  Revenues  and  expenses  related  specifically  to  publishing  historical 
books  with  Ontario  content  which  are  partially  funded  by  the  government  of  the  Province  of 
Ontario  are  reported  in  the  Ontario  Series  Fund. 

Membership  fees,  which  include  the  sale  of  books  to  Members,  and  donations  are  considered 
part  of  the  General  Series  Fund. 

Interest  income  earned  on  the  cash  resources  of  the  Society  are  reported  in  the  General  Series 
Fund. 

(c)  Revenue  recognition 

Membership  fees  and  donations  are  recognized  as  revenue  when  received  or  receivable. 

Government  grants  represent  restricted  contributions  and  are  recognized  in  the  appropriate 
fund  in  the  year  in  which  the  related  expenses  are  incurred. 

d)  Champlain  Society  Volumes 

The  Champlain  Society  Volumes  represent  an  inventory  of  prior  publications  which  are 
available  for  sale  to  the  Members.  The  volumes  are  recorded  at  cost,  which  approximates  fair 
value. 
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Report  of  the  Membership  Committee 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Kerry  Abel,  who  regrettably  has  had  to  resign 
from  Council,  the  report  was  presented  by  Dr.  Sylvia  Van  Kirk.  During 
the  last  year  the  paid  -up  membership  reached  890. 

A  member  of  Council,  Allan  Hoyle,  developed  the  Society's  Web  Site- 
ww.champlainsociety.ca. 

A  new  brochure  is  being  designed  to  be  sent  to  prospective  members 
during  a  membership  drive  which  will  be  launched  in  another  year.  As 
part  of  this  strategy  to  emphasize  the  Society's  open  policy  on 
membership,  students  may  now  join  at  a  special  rate  of  $30.00  per  year. 
It  was  moved  by  Sylvia  Van  Kirk,  seconded  by  David  McNab,  that  the 
report  be  accepted.  Carried  unanimously. 

Report  of  the  Special  Events  Committee 

Olive  Dickason  reported  that  the  Symposium,  "Documenting 
Aboriginal  History  in  Ontario",  held  at  Victoria  University  on  16  May, 
1998,  was  a  great  success.  The  Society's  partners  in  this  event  were  the 
Department  of  History,  University  of  Toronto,  First  Nations  House  at 
the  University  of  Toronto,  and  the  Native  Canadian  Centre  of  Toronto. 
There  were  over  fifty  participants  and  the  Indian  Claims  Commission  is 
interested  in  funding  the  publication  of  the  symposium  papers. 

The  Committee  is  now  seeking  suitable  ways  to  mark  the  Society's  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  its  founding  in  2005.  A  symposium  on  the 
history  of  the  Society  is  among  the  projects  under  consideration. 
Additional  suggestions  from  the  membership  will  be  welcomed. 

It  was  moved  by  David  McNab,  seconded  by  William  Hamilton  that  the 
report  be  accepted.  Carried  unanimously. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

Dr.  Sylvia  Van  Kirk  presented  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee. 
Council  is  composed  of  twenty-four  elected  members.  Four  members 
are  retiring  from  Council:  these  are  Sandra  Alston,  Helen  Kahn  and 
Gerald  Killan.  Fred  Armstrong  has  agreed  to  remain  on  Council,  and 
the  new  members  nominated  by  the  Committee  are  Thomas  Axworthy, 
Edward  Dahl,  and  Heather  Rollason  Driscoll.  It  was  moved  by  Sylvia 
Van  Kirk,  seconded  by  Conrad  Heidenreich  that  these  nominations  be 
accepted.  Carried  unanimously. 

It  was  moved  by  Sylvia  Van  Kirk,  seconded  by  Douglas  Leighton  that 
the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  extended  to  the  retiring  members  of 
Council.  Passed  unanimously. 
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Floyd  S.  Chalmers  Award  in  Ontario  History 

The  Floyd  S.  Chalmers  Award,  was  established  by  Dr.  Floyd  S. 

Chalmers  in  1983  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Ontario  Historical  Studies  Series.  It  was  to  be  given  annually  to  the 
best  book  written  on  any  aspect  of  Ontario  History  in  the  preceding 
calendar  year.  In  1993,  having  completed  its  mandate  to  commission 
and  publish  thirty  books  on  the  history  of  Ontario,  the  Series 
disbanded.  Its  final  act  was  to  transfer  the  administration  of  the  trust 
fund  and  the  award  to  the  Champlain  Society. 

Each  year  publishers  have  been  invited  to  nominate  books  which  in 
their  opinion,  meet  the  criteria  established  for  the  award  These  are 
adjudicated  by  three  noted  historians  appointed  by  the  Council.  There 
were  sixteen  books  submitted  for  the  1997  award,  which  consists  of 
$2,000  and  a  piece  of  Eskimo  sculpture. 

Secretary  Jeanne  Beck  presented  the  award  to  Dr.  Keith  Walden,  of  the 
Department  of  History,  Trent  University,  and  author  of  Becoming 
Modem  in  Toronto:  The  Industrial  Exhibition  and  the  Shaping  of  a  Late 
Victorian  Culture,  published  by  University  of  Toronto  Press.  This  work 
is  a  study  of  Toronto's  annual  fair  from  its  establishment  as  the  Toronto 
Industrial  Exhibition,  later  known  as  the  Canadian  National  Exhibition, 
and  which  quickly  became  one  of  the  preeminent  events  in  Toronto's 
yearly  round.  Its  appeal  transcended  class,  ethnic  and  gender  divisions, 
and  extended  far  into  the  Ontario  countryside,  attracting  thousands  of 
rural  visitors  who  came  to  share  with  the  local  residents  its  novelty, 
excitement  and  chaos.  The  jurors'  citation  stated  that  Dr.  Walden  has 
written  "a  broad  cultural  history,  replete  with  insight  into  the  place  of 
the  "Ex"  within  society.  This  scholarly  excursion  through  Toronto's 
great  fairground  and  its  place  in  society  is  a  most  welcome  addition  to 
the  literature  examining  the  nature  of  die  modem  experience." 

Other  Business 

There  was  no  other  business  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  meeting 

Adjournment 

It  was  moved  by  William  Hamilton,  seconded  by  David  McNab  that  the 
Annual  Meeting  for  1997  be  adjourned.  Carried  unanimously.  The 
members  were  then  addressed  by  Professor  Linda  Sabathy-Judd  on  her 
research  for  a  forthcoming  Champlain  Society  volume  on  "The 
Moravians  of  Upper  Canada:  the  Fairfield  Experience."  A  reception 
followed. 
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THE  CHAMPLAIN  SOCIETY 
Officers  and  Council 


Honorary  President: 

W.  Kaye.  Lamb,  O.C.,  Ph.D.,  L.L.D.,  F.R.S.C.,  Vancouver, 

British  Columbia 

President: 

Ian  E.  Wilson,  M.A.,  Archivist  of  Ontario,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Past  President: 

Gerald  Killan,  Ph.D.,  King's  College,  University  of  Western  Ontario, 
London,  Ontario 

Honorary  Vice-Presidents: 

John  Warkentin,  B.Sc.,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.C., 

Department  of  Geography,  York  University,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Morris  Zaslow,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.C.,  University  of  Western  Ontario, 
London,  Ontario 

George  W.  Brigden,  Q.C.,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Vice  Presidents: 

Jennifer  S.H.  Brown,  Ph.D.,  University  of  Winnipeg,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba 

The  Honourable  Alastair  Gillespie,  P.C.,  M.A.,  M.  Comm.,  Toronto, 
Ontario 

William  B.  Hamilton,  Ph.D.,  Mount  Allison  University,  Sackville, 

New  Brunswick 

Sylvia  Van  Kirk,  Ph.D.,  Department  of  History,  University  of  Toronto, 
Toronto,  Ontario 


Members  of  Council: 

Kerry  Abel,  Ph.D.,  Carleton  University,  Ottawa,  Ontario 

Sandra  Alston,  B.A.,  M.L.S.,  University  of  Toronto  Library, 
Toronto,  Ontario 
John  Angus,  Brampton,  Ontario 

Frederick  H.  Armstrong,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  F.R.Hist.S.,  London,  Ontario 

John  A.  Bovey,  M.A.,  Archivist  of  British  Columbia,  Victoria, 
British  Columbia 

Kenneth  W.  Crooke,  B.A.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
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Bryan  P.  Davies,  Senior  Vice  President,.  Royal  Bank,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Olive  P.  Dickason,  Ph.D.,  Adjunct  Professor,  University  of  Ottawa, 
Ottawa,  Ontario 

John  Fraser,  M.A.,  Master,  Massey  College,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Conrad  Heidenreich,  Ph.D.,  York  University,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Susan  Houston,  Ph.D.,  Department  of  History,  York  University, 

Toronto,  Ontario 

Allan  L.  Hoyle,  M.A.,  Newmarket,  Ontario 

Helen  R.  Kahn,  M.A.,  Antiquarian  Books,  Montreal,  Quebec 

Douglas  Leighton,  Ph.D.,  Huron  College,  University  of  Western  Ontario, 
London,  Ontario 

David  T.  McNab,  Ph.D.,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Cliff  Shirley,  Office  of  the  Ombudsman,  CIBC,  Toronto,  Ontario 

John  M.  Stewart,  Blake,  Cassels  &  Graydon,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Donald  Swainson,  PhD.,  Department  of  History,  Queen's  University, 
Kingston,  Ontario 

Secretary: 

Jeanne  R.  Beck,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Dundas,  Ontario 

Treasurer: 

Kenneth  W.  Crooke,  B.A.,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Editors: 

Robert  Craig  Brown,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.C.,  Department  of  History, 

University  of  Toronto,  Toronto,  Ontario 

Brian  Stuart  Osborne,  Ph.D.,  F.R.C.G.S.,  Department  of  Geography, 
Queen's  University,  Kingston,  Ontario 
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Floyd  S.  Chalmers  Award  in  Ontario  History 
Past  Winners 


Year  published 

Title 

1997 

Keith  Walden,  Becoming  Modem  in  Toronto:  The 
Industrial  Exhibition  and  the  Shaping  of  Late  Victorian 
Culture.  University  of  Toronto  Press. 

1996 

Lynne  Marks,  Revivals  and  Roller  rinks:  Religion,  Leisure 
and  Identity  in  Late  Nineteenth-Century  Small-Town 

* 

Ontario.  U.  of  T.  Press 

1995 

Patricia  Jason,  Wild  Things:  Nature,  Culture  and  Tourism 
in  Ontario  1790-1914.  U.  of  T.  Press 

1994 

R.  D.  Gidney  and  W.P.J..  P.  J.  Millar,  Professional 
Gentlemen:  The  Professions  in  Nineteeth  Century  Ontario. 
U.  of  T.  Press 

1993 

Douglas  McCalla,  Planting  the  Province:  The  Economic 
History  of  Upper  Canada,  1784-1870.  U.  of  T.  Press 

1992 

Franca  Iocovetta,  Such  Hardworking  People:  Italian 
Immigrants  in  Postwar  Toronto.  U.  of  T.  Press. 

1991 

Marianne  McLean,  The  People  of  Glengarry:  Highlanders 
in  Transition  1745-1820.  McGill-Queen's  University 
Press  and  Co-Winner  John  T.  Saywell,  Just  Call  Me 
Mitch:  The  Life  of  Mitchell  F.  Hepburn.  U.  of  .T.  Press 

1990 

R.D.  Gidney  and  W.P.J.  Millar,  Inventing  Secondary 
Education:  The  Rise  of  the  High  School  in  Nineteenth 
Century  Ontario.  McGill  Queen's  University  Press. 

1989 

Bruce  S.  Elliot,  Irish  Immigrants  in  the  Canadas:  A  New 
Approach.  U.  of  T.  Press 

1988 

Philip  Marchand,  Marshall  McCluhan:  The  Medium  and 
the  Messenger.  Random  House  of  Canada,  Limited 

1987 

Ian  Radforth,  Bushworkers  and  Bosses:  Logging  in 
Northern  Ontario  1900-1980.  U.  of  T.  Press. 

1986 

Charles  M.  Johnston,  E.C.  Drury:  Agrarian  Idealist. 

U  of  T.  Press 

1985 

Kenneth  J.  Rea,  The  Prosperous  Years:  The  Economic 
History  of  Ontario  1939-1975.  U.  of  T.  Press 

1984 

Donald  H.  Atkenson,  The  Irish  in  Ontario.  McGill- 
Queens's  University  Press 

1983 

Gerald  Killan,  David  Boyle:  From  Artisan  to 

Archeologist.  U.  of  T.  Press 
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